I  GET  LEAVE  TO  VISIT  MECCA         45

Karma  Salla.
Ta zakht.
Som Ramadan.

Haj  el belt maistakar ilia sebilla."
(I believe in one God and only God and Mahomet
is His Prophet.
Five prayers a day.
To give to the poor.
To keep Ramadan.
Make a Pilgrimage to Mecca if you can.)

Thereupon the Cadi reached for a luxuriously bound
Koran. Opening the illuminated pages he asked me to
construe several fairly difficult chapters and to explain
the meaning of some obscure maxims. From this we
passed to an interrogation concerning points of law:
"What must happen in such and such cases in connec-
tion with inheritance, the property of married people,
the duties of a master to his slave?"

All the while I saw the other learned men watching
me with shrewd dark eyes, never speaking a word either
to me or to each other. For me, the candidate in front
of the divan, it was slightly puzzling, because I had
PLO idea whether my examiners felt pleased or dissatisfied
with the replies. I kept up my answers, however, and
was glad to find that Labib, Hussein, etc., had not been
teaching me uselessly.

The morning ran on till noon and still the questions
came. Now and then my interpreter friend put in a
slight explanation.